Imatinib for systemic mast-cell disease.
Imatinib has shown to be effective against malignant disease driven by ckit. We prospectively treated 12 adults with symptomatic systemic mast-cell disease at a dose of either 100 mg or 400 mg per day. Of the ten patients who we could assess for response, five (50%) had a measurable response to the drug, four of whom had important mast-cell cytoreduction and two who had complete clinical and histological remission. In the five patients with eosinophilia, three had complete clinical and haematological remission. The other two, who did not respond to treatment, were the only patients with the ckit D816V mutation. Our results suggest that imatinib either inhibits the growth-promoting role of wild type ckit, or targets an oncogenic kinase.